
How Moses 
“Stole” 

Christmas

The Biblical story as told by Dr. Seuss



How Moses “Stole” Christmas

If you told someone you didn’t like christmas, what would they 
say to you?

Perhaps they would think your head was not screwed on right or 
maybe that your shoes are just too tight.

You might even be accused of your heart being 2 sizes too small



How Moses “Stole” Christmas

- The Grinch goes up on Mount Crumpit to 
live away from Whoville.

- While the Grinch is away the Whos celebrate 
their festival of christmas.

- Moses (and Joshua) go up the mount shrouded in a 
cloud (Exodus 24:13-18)

- Moses gets 2 tablets written by the finger of Elohim 
(Exodus 31:18)

- While Moses is gone the Israelites create a holiday in 
which to worship Yahweh with the graven image of a 
golden calf (Exodus 32:1-6)

- The Israelites already agreed not to worship Yahweh 
with graven images (Exodus 20:4-6)

Moe Says Seuss Says



How Moses “Stole” Christmas

- The Grinch feels as though the Whos have 
‘corrupted themselves’ with such an annoying 
festival as christmas.

- The Grinch intends to stop christmas from 
coming.

- The Grinch is at the top of the mountain with 
the gifts of the Whos

 - Yahweh tells Moses that the Israelites have 
corrupted themselves (Exodus 32:8)

- Yahweh has intention to stop these 
stiff-necked people from celebrating this 
festival (Exodus 32:10)

- Moses is on the mountain with the 2 tablets 
(like gifts) for the children of Israel (Exodus 
31:18)
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How Moses “Stole” Christmas

- The Whos find out that no christmas is coming.
They’ll cry boo hoo.
That’s a noise I simply must hear.
The Grinch put a hand to his ear and heard a sound 
rising over the snow.
It started low and it started to grow
(The Grinch is expecting wailing and gnashing of teeth

- This sound wasn’t sad, this sound was glad

- As they look down the mountain Joshua hears 
the noise of the people as of war in the camp 
(Exodus 32:17)

- And Joshua, upon further listening, realizes 
it’s not a sound of anger or sorrow.  You might 
say this sound wasn’t sad, this sound was glad 
(Exodus 32:18)
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JsegLRgJnIc&t=388


How Moses “Stole” Christmas
- The Grinch hadn’t stopped christmas from coming
Somehow or other it came just the same (he looks down to 
see a spritely figure manifest in their midst).
The Grinch with his cold feet in the snow puzzled ‘how could 
it be so?’

- It came without ribbons, tags, packages, boxes or bags.

- Perhaps christmas doesn’t come from a store but means a 
little bit more.

- 

-Moses hadn’t stopped idol worship from coming 
(Exodus 20:4)
Somehow or other it came just the same.
Moses, ‘with his cold heart’, put this ‘hard-hearted, 
burdensome’ law on the people.  And yet they 
disobeyed.  How could this be so?
- Their idol worship came without physical idols from 
Egypt, it came after the plagues, crossing the red sea, the 
pillar of fire and smoke.

- Perhaps idol worship doesn’t come from the physical 
object but from inside the sinful heart of man.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xf2MrDnDr58&t=235


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=peP2VAw7CAw&t=467


How Moses “Stole” Christmas

- The Grinch’s small heart grew 3 sizes that day (the Grinch 
learned about grace)

- The Grinch descends the mount cheering and blowing his 
trumpet (shofar) and brings the gifts down to Whoville and 
distributes them to the townsfolk.

The Grinch himself carved the roast beast (unclean ham bird)

Christmas will always be as long as we have we

- Moses  small, hard heart saw the golden calf and the 
dancing and his anger waxed hot (Exodus 32:19)

- Moses breaks the tablets and cannot bring them as 
‘gifts’ to the children of Israel (Exodus 32:19)

Moses feeds them the golden calf (Exodus 32:20)

Mankind seeks to make themselves their own gods.
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How Moses “Stole” Christmas

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JsegLRgJnIc&t=537


How Moses “Stole” Christmas

Final Conclusion:
Convinced to welcome the pagan celebration 
by overcoming his natural instinct to reject 
it.

Final Conclusion:
Idol worship has no place in the 
Kingdom of Yahweh.
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Dr. Seuss' Inspiration for The Grinch

https://www.biography.com/news/dr-seuss-grinch-inspiration


The Biblical story as told by Dr. Seuss

https://youtu.be/peP2VAw7CAw?t=747
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